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2 ChristmasLightsatButePark



3



4



5



6







Technicallyspeakingthis
photographtakeninShrewsbury,
andthepreceedingonestakenat
theChristmasLightsshowinBute
Park,Cardiff,areLegacyMoments
from2021.Thebooksareprepared
inthelastweekofNovemberand
senttotheprintersthen,to
maximisethediscountsavailableat
BlackFridaytime.

Thelightsweresurprisinglygood.I
supposeIshouldn’thavebeen
surprised,butIwas.ButeParkisa
wonderfulspacefortheresidentsof
Cardifftoenjoy,andthislightshow
madeuseofthemanysplendid
trees,gladesandwalkwaysthrough
theParkbesidetheCastle.A
treasureandapleasure.

ThedressingoftheTelephoneBox
isjustsoimaginative,andsituated
inashoppingmallitjustsaid“take
aphotoofme”,soIdid,andit
reciprocatedbycapturingmany
imagesofmeaswell.
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NickMason’sSoS

SteveHackett

WCMDBrassBand-ChristmasConcert

8 ConcertsIwenttoin2022,atStDavid’sHallandAcapela



WCMDBrassBand-ChristmasConcert

BootlegBoss-ShowOne

BootlegBoss-ShowTwo

9ConcertsIwenttoin2022,atStDavid’sHallandAcapela



10
AroundCentralSquareCardiff,onWestgateStreetandintheArcades
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AroundCentralSquareCardiff,onWestgateStreetandintheArcades



Reflections&diffractions

Cantileverbeams12



Betweenthecoppers

CoppersinB&W

13

OnWestgateStreet
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Acollectionsofpicturesrelatingtothenewbronze
statueofBettyCampbellMBE(1934-2017)inCentral
Square.

BettyCampbellwastoldaworking-classblackgirlcould
neversucceed;butsheprovedherdoubterswrongin
themostinspirationalway.ShebecameWales'first
blackhead-teacherandchampionedhernation's
multiculturalheritagethroughoutherlife.Nowonder
NelsonMandelasoughtheroutonhisonlyvisitto
Wales.

BorninButetown,Bettywasraisedinthepovertyof
TigerBay,shewonascholarshiptoLadyMargaretHigh
school,wenttoCardiffTeacherTrainingCollege,and
optedonqualificationtoreturntoButetowntoteach.

Herstoryiswortharead-https://bbc.in/3i7VQI1and

Trusttogether
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Hopingforthefuture
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Cardiffiswellservedbytiled
porches,doorways,floorsandpaths
andthissplendidtiledentrytowhat
usedtobetheLibraryinTheHayes
isaverygoodexampleofthem.
Don’tmisstheopportunitytopop
intotheMuseumofCardiffandask
toseethem.

Thecityisalsowellknownforits
manyshoppingarcadesandthank
goodnesstheyhavesurvivedthe
Twentiethcenturydevelopment
boom.

I’veincludedafewshotsofthe
arcades,andsomepeopleworking
inthem-they’resocolourful.
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TilingattheoldLibrary,TheHayes
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Wally’sinRoyalArcade
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Arcadeshots



AnniversaryG&Ts

Grange,Narbeth22



Theyear1972wasmemorableforJenny
andme,asitwastheyearwegotmarried.
Wedecidedtohaveapersonal,quiet,
celebrationtogether.

WewenttoGrange,outsideNarbeth,
visitedSaundersfootforthefirsttimeand
tooktheopportunitytovisittheNational
BotanicalGardensagain.Oneofthefifty
places,orevents,weareplanningtototup
intheyearofourGoldenWedding
anniversary.

WealsohadafamilyholidayatWorcester
LodgenearColefordintheForestofDean
inearlyApril.

OldmanrestingatNBG

TakingiteasyatNBG
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WestgatePark,Melbourne
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So...whentheborderswereopenedinApril,andnotknowingwhethertraveltoAustraliawas
goingtobepossibelaterintheyear,wepoppedoverforathreeweekvisittoMelbourne-as
youdo!.ItwaswonderfultowalkthroughsomeparkswithPete,re-visitDocklandswhereI
attendedmyfirstphotographyworkshopbackin2008,andre-takesomepictures-which
werenotsignificantlybetterthesecondtimeroundithastobesaid,eventhoughthe
technologyhasadvancedincredibly.Alessontobelearntmaybe?

CruisingtheYarra
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Whatanincredibleexhibition.ThisimmersiveexperienceoftheworkofVanGoghhas
travelledtheworld,butitwascreatedbyanAustralianCompanyandwastobetheinaugral
exhibitionatTheLume,Melbourne-https://bit.ly/3B9UvaD.Weweresoluckytobeableto
shareavisittoitwithPete,Shells,EwanandMaggie.
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ExploringtheOceanRoad.Togivethefamilyabitofarespitefrom“theancients”wetook
ourselvesoffdowntheGreatOceanRoadagain.Thephotoabovewastakenonthereturnleg
asweleftthescenicdrive,havingfirstdriveninlandtoPeterboroughwherewearrivedjust
beforesunset.Ithenrushedofftotakethispicture.Thenextmorningwewentdownonto
thebeach,andthenvisitedsomeofthewell-knowntouristspots,beforewestoppedinApollo
BayovernightandthenvisitedErskineFallsandLorneonourwaybacktoMelbourne.
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SunsetatTheBayofMartyrs
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Peterboroughbeach,GreatOceanRoad
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TheGrotto,GreatOceanRoad 33



Razorback,LochArdGorge,GreatOceanRoad
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LondonBridge,GreatOceanRoad
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RemainsoftheTwelveApostles,GreatOceanRoad
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ArchesIsland(s),LochArdGorge,GreatOceanRoad 39



ErskineFalls,Lorne,GreatOceanRoad40



ReturningfromAustralia,we
wereimmediatelyonthemove
again,travellinguptothe
north-eastforafamilyreunion.

Probablythemost
photographedlighthousein
England,StMary’sisnotoneto
bemissedwhenyou’re
anywherenearby,butthistime
Ithoughtitmightbedifferent
topromotetheforegrounda
bit.Sothat’swhatIdidhere.

Onthewayupwehadstopped
atSkiptonandtooktheslow
roadthroughthePennines
alongroadsIhadn’tbeenalong
beforeandtakinginAysgarth
Falls,whichI’dalwayswanted
tophotograph.

ThenitwasbacktoCardiff,and
aquickvisitwithu3ato
Chepstowbeforewewereoff
again,thistimedowntothe
SouthCoastandPaghamvia
HintonAmpnerandUppark
House-we’realsotryingto
knockafewNTpropertiesoff
ourlistaswell!


StMary’sLighthouse,WhitleyBay
41



LowerAysgarthFalls
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AysgarthFalls
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SpanishCity,WhitleyBay
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ChepstowCastle
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ChepstowCastle-apanorama
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Somepicturestakenatmysister’s70thbirthdaybashinJune,whereweweretreatedtoan
electricstormandmuchhappiness.FollowingthatwehadaholidayontheBreconand
MonmouthshireCanalwithJanewhichweweregladtohavedone,andsurvived,butprobably
wouldn’tdoagainwithoutyoungercrewmembers!Thenafewshotstaken“downtheBay”
includingaselectionofsky-replacements(courtesyofPhotoshop)!!

LightningatPaghamBeach
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Expressyourself
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BesidetheB&MCanal


Onthecanal,inthelock,B&MCanal
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53DowntheBay



54



StavesatSandsend(Iwouldhavelovedtohavetitledthis“StavesatStaithes”)
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Ourmainholidayoftheyear(ifyoudiscountthe“Aussiedash”)wasgoingtobeatriptothe
BlackIsle(Inverness),theNorthWestofScotlandandSkye.Onthewayupwestoppedoffat
SandsendandhadacoupleoflovelydayswithCarolandChris.Theyhavebeengoingtherefor
severalyearsnowandnotonlyweretheyexcellenthostsbutinformativeguidesaswell.
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MizpahatStaithes
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ArethesestavesatStaithes?58



Alleyway,Staithes 59



Sandsendcottage
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ForthRailBridge
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OurtriptoScotlandinlateSeptember,earlyOctober,startedwithacoupleofnightsatSouth
Queensferry,wheretheForthbridgeswereaphotographicmust!BeingthereonaSundaytohave
lunchwithJenny’scousinMillie,wewerealsoluckytowitnessabiker’smeetup,whichwasfun;
theywerefartobusytonoticemetakingphotos,althoughIdidaskthepairinthefirstshotif
theyminded.



TheForthbridges
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MotorcyclingChums

Bikersmeetup
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HoofwithattitudeontheBlackIsle
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ThenextstopwasInvernessafteradiversionintoAviemore,andavisittoCullodenwherewe
walkedthebattlefieldandwereeducatedaboutsomuchwedidn’tknow-includingthefactthatit
wasabattleeffectivelybetweentwofamilies,notbetweenEnglandandScotland.

ThereasonforstoppingatInvernesswassothatIcouldvisitTheBlackIslewheremyRoss
ancestorshadlivedaftermovingfromLochBroomonthewestcoast.Itwasnottovisitgraveyards
(asJennyhadfeared)butmoretogetafeeloftheplace;andinthatguiseourdayon“theIsle”
(it’snotanisland)waslovely.Wegotareallywarmfeelingabouttheplace,thelandscapewas
verygentleandthelandseeminglyveryfertile.

AparticularpleasurewasthetimewespentinCromarty-thehomeofHughMillergeologistand
socialreformer-andavisittoTheBlackIsleBrewery.



RSPBUdaleBay(andmorebesides)
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RainbowfromnearUdalePoint
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LeavingTheBlackIsleweheadedwesttoUllapool,GairlochandKyleofLochalsh.Suchamazing
sceneryandweevengotsomedecentweathertotakethephotographsthatfollow.Thesearenot
necessarilydisplayedinsequencebutlaidout(imho)toshowthemoffbest.



LochBuineMoire
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Abandoned-FirstCoast
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Abandoned-AnTeallach
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LittleLochBroom
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Thisisthemostamazingpanoramicviewpoint.It’salmostimpossibletoshowinasingleimage.
Muchoftheviewyoucanactuallyseeismissing,it’sthatmassive!!
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TheprevioustimeIvisitedTorridon-ithadrained.Notthatmuchbetterthistime,soI
wasn’tabletogetaphotographoftheamazingredcliffs.I’llhavetogobackagain!
Howeverturningtheshotsintoblackandwhiteimagesdoesshowthelandscapeoffrather
wellIthink.

LochDamh,nearSheildaig
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BealachnaGaoith,Torridon
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LittleGruinardBay

72
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Gairloch(FreeChurchofScotland)
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I’dliketosayitwasastuteplanning,butactuallyitwasgoodfortune,thatwehadbookedintothe
GairlochHotelforacoupleofnightswhilstastromblewinfromthewest.Itreallydidblowinand
wewereabletostayinourroom,godowntothelounge,andgenerallykeepwarmanddryuntil
thelateafternoonwhenweventuredoutjustfarenoughtotakethisshotofthechurchonthe
promontory.

ThenitwasofftoApplecrossandaroadI’dalwayswantedtodrive.Trulymagnificent.



BealachnaBa,Applecross
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BealachnaBa,Applecross
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RusselBurn,towardsBeinnBahn,Applecross
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Inneedoftlc,Plockton,

82

AfterourstayinGairloch,andvisitstoInvereweandAttadaleGardens,westayedanightat
ErbusaignearKyleofLochalsh,fromwhich(onourwaytoSkye)wevisitedPlockton.areally
lovelyplaceandallthebetterexploredoutofseasonandonaSundaywhentherewerenotmany
folkaround.



Plocktonslipway 83



PlocktonBay
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PortreeHarbour
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OurstayonSkyewasatSkeabost
BridgenearPortreeinself-catering
accommodation.Itprovedtobe
justwhatweneeded.Aplaceto
restandrecuperateafterallthe
driving,andacentrallocationto
exploremuchofnorthernSkye.

Wewalkedagoodwayupthepath
totheFairyPoolsbeneaththe
Cuillinridge;wesawtheweird
landscapethatisTheQuaraing;the
amazingwaterfallatMealltFallls
nearStaffin,andofcoursejust
managedtosqueezeinavisitto
theTaliskerdistilleryonLoch
Harport.Wesampledsomemalts
thereaswell,ithastobesaidand
spentsomedoshtoo.

Notincludedinthephotographic
tourareshotsofDingwall,Dornoch
Firth,FallsofShinn,LochAn
Eisg-brachaidh,StacPollaidh,
CorrieshallockGorge(impossibleto
photograph),InvereweGardens,
RedPoint,LochMaree,Attadale
Garden,Trumpan,DunveganCastle
(whereitpoureddown),Uigand
theOldManofStorr.

ThenitwasofftoGlasgowvia
SligachanandDornie,andthen
Huddersfield.PerhapsIneedtodo
aseparatebookoftheholiday?

WalktowardstheFairyPools,Cuillins,Skye
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TheQuaraing
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TrotternishRidge-lookingsouthfromTheQuaraing
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TrotternishRidge
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MealltFalls,nr.Staffin 91



LochHarport-neartheTaliskerDistillery
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LookingtowardsSligachan,Skye
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EileanDonanCastle,Dornie 97
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AbitofajumpthenfromScotlandtotheValeofGlamorgan,butalastafternoonout
inlateOctobertodoabitofpeople-watchingandcaptureasunsetatPorthcawl.



IntrepidswimmersandGlamorgancoastlookingtowardsNashPoint
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Walkingaway-RhychTower,Porthcawl
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Andsowecometowardstheendofthebook.AFridayafternondriveto
PorthcawlforfishandchipsatBealeswastheexcusetogotoRhychPointto
takethesetwoshots.Again,Icouldhaveshownmanymoreofthepeople
onthebeachwhichIenjoyedtakingwithalonglens.

TheonesofthesunsetIthinkcameoutquitewellaftersomemaskingworkand
puttingthemthroughTopazSharpenAI-anewtoolthatIratherlike.

Thentofinishamiscellanyofbirdandflowershots,sometakenwithalonglens,
somewithamacrolens,mostpost-processedusingLightroomandTopaz,my
softwareofchoice.



Reflectivemoment-RhychTower,Porthcawl
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I’mnottalkingtoyou

CockatoosatBraeside
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I’mnottalkingtoyou

MandarinDuckatCannopPonds

Heron(fromabove),Sandsend
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BirdofParadise
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Gourds
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Leaf-like

Fernspores

Intothewaspsnest
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Anopeningshot Petalpower

Upclose Foryou...
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Logpilezoom Autumnswirl

Autumnzoom Sunburstswirl
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Globulesofwater Mistdropsonflowers

Drippingwithwater Beforetheblackbirdsfeasted 109
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